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What's new in QuizXpress 8.6 
For this version we completely rebuilt the Smart Buzzer app, modernizing the underlying 
technology while adding new capabilities at the same time. With this new release we 
have a new fresh look with dark/light mode, two new types of questions (Pairing- and 
Hotspot question), user profile pictures that appear in the quiz, and a great starting 
point for the future with everything up to date with the latest standards for mobile app 
development. This document describes the details of what’s been added and how you 
can use it in QuizXpress 8.6 for your upcoming quizzes. 

Smart Buzzer Mobile App 2.0 
The following outlines the new features at a higher level: 

New login screen: 

 

With the QR scanner players can join using the QR code presented in QuizXpress Live 
whether it’s a pin game, or a local Wi-Fi game. This QR scanner can prevent issues when 



being unable to connect in case routers are blocking traffic and the app fails to detect 
the running quiz. The host can show a QR code that includes information the app needs 
to connect to the local quiz (no-internet configuration). Next to this, other players can 
share their QR code in the app (by tapping the top-left corner of the app, where the PIN 
and device number are showing). This looks like 

 

 

User profile picture 

Players can select a profile picture that will be displayed throughout the quiz, including 
scoreboards, bonus indicators, and fastest-finger rounds. 

Uploaded images are automatically checked using AI moderation to filter inappropriate 
content (e.g., sexual, violent, or hateful imagery). While this filtering is effective, it is not 
perfect and only works for PIN/Cloud games 



Hosts can remove or reset profile pictures from within Director (Teams tab). Profile 
pictures can also be disabled entirely via Quiz Setup. 

Profile pictures can also be disabled completely (see Quiz Setup, Mobile tab). 

 

Welcome screen with profile pictures: 



 

Scoreboard with profile pictures: 

 

New question type: Pairing Question 

In a Pairing Question, players match text labels to images (e.g., countries to flags or 
brands to logos): 



  
 

And with revealed answer: 

 

 

 

 

 



 
To create this question type, select a template with at least three images and set the 
question type to 'Pairing Question'. Then assign the appropriate labels to each image: 



 

New question type: Hotspot Question 

With this type of question, the player must mark a spot (or multiple) on a picture and the 
answer is correct if that spot falls with the region marked as correct by the quiz 
designer.  

For example, if we want the players to find France on a map, we pick a template with a 
single picture: 

 

Set the input type to “Hotspot”: 



 

Then, put an image of a map in the picture placeholder, and edit the hotspot region(s) 
with the new Hotspot Editor (right click the picture and select Edit Hotspots): 

 

Supported region shapes include rectangular, elliptical, and free-form areas. Multiple 
correct regions can be defined: 



: 

 

In the app it looks as follows: 



 

After the question is over, the  correct regions are shown in the app like: 



 

(the correct region is highlighted in the app). 

For multiple regions it looks like: 



 

For multiple regions, if the user marks more spots, then there are correct regions, their 
score will go down (to prevent wild guessing with a lot of markers). The quiz player 
reveals the answer as well: 

New leaderboard: celebrating winners and sharing screen 

On the new leaderboard two functions were added: 

• Sharing the leaderboard as picture (e.g. to socials) 
• Celebrating the winners 

The sharing function works like the standard share option on mobile devices. The 
celebration allows the player to send a kudo to the top 3 winners (the sender’s 
nickname will appear on the winner’s phone with some nice animation) and the senders 
name will (temporarily) appear on the main screen. This function is throttled to prevent 
players flooding the screens. They can celebrate once and must wait for 10 seconds for 
the next attempt. The purpose of this function is to end the quiz with some positive 
vibes. 

 



 

This is how the celebration appears on the main screen (player-cards bubble up and 
fade away): 



 

Zoom in Bingo  

By double-tapping the center cell of the Bingo-card, the view switches to zoomed mode 
and players can pan and zoom over the card. Tapping the center cell again switches 
back to normal mode. Note that while in zoom mode it’s not possible to mark cells as 
the system won’t know the difference between a tab to pan and a tap to mark a cell. 

 

 



 

Played balls history in Bingo 

When playing a regular number Bingo, the played balls are now visible with the card, 
like: 



 

 

  



 

Data collection with custom fields 

The host can now configure custom input fields to collect data from the players. When 
configured, as soon as the player connects to the quiz, a form with entry fields will 
appear with the configured fields: 

 

The fields to ask for can be configured in Quiz Setup, Custom fields editor: 



 

Fields can be of several types and can be made mandatory (be aware of the 
implications of data collection and privacy). If no fields are made mandatory, the user is 
presented with a “Skip” button. The collected data will be stored in the Analyser output 
file on the local PC where the quiz is running. The Analyzer file (with all the results) is an 
XML file that can be processed later with tools for data extraction or you can export the 
data to Excell from within Analyzer. 

What’s new in Studio 
We added new features in Studio to make your life easier 

A new, easier properties panel 

The properties panel in Quiz Studio has been completely redesigned. The long technical 
list of settings is gone. Settings are now grouped logically and have clear, easy-to-use 
controls, much like the formatting panes in PowerPoint. 

Find settings quickly 

• Tabs: settings are grouped into tabs such as Gameplay, Scoring, Design, Text, 
Media and Advanced. Within each tab they're organized into sections like Timing, 
Answering, Background and Border, which you can collapse. 

• Search: type in the search box (or press Ctrl+F) to jump straight to a setting. 



• Only what matters: a setting that only applies when another setting is on 
appears indented below it, and only when it's relevant. Rarely used settings are 
tucked away under More options. 

• Explanations: point to the name of a setting to see what it does. 

Change settings the easy way 

• Switches turn features on and off. 

• Number boxes show their unit, for example "30 s". Use the arrows to change the 
value, or drag the setting's name left or right. Hold Shift for bigger steps or Alt for 
smaller steps. 

• Sliders and buttons let you choose opacity, alignment and other options. 

• Color picker: pick from a palette, standard colors or your recently used colors, 
or create your own color with opacity. You can also paste a color code like 
#FF8800 into a color property with Ctrl+V. 

• Images: see a thumbnail, and browse for a new image or remove it with one 
click. 

• Gradients: see a preview, and click it to adjust the colors and direction. 

Edit several objects at once 

Select several objects on a slide to change their shared settings in one go. Where the 
objects have different values, the panel shows Mixed. 

Make it your own 

• Menu: use the … menu to expand or collapse all sections, show descriptions at 
the bottom of the panel, or switch to a dark theme. 

• Remembered layout: the panel remembers your last tab and which sections 
you collapsed. 

• Shortcuts: right-click a setting to reset it to its default value or copy its value. 

Prefer the old view? 

Choose Classic property grid in the … menu to switch back to the previous property 
grid. You can return to the new panel at any time with the button in the classic grid's 
toolbar. 

 



Image cropping 

When right-clicking an image in Studio you will see a new command “Crop…”. This will 
open the Crop editor that allows you to select a section of the image to be presented in 
your quiz: 

 

Results is: 

 

Note that the original image is not retained after cropping but if you don’t like the result 
you can always undo the crop (withing the same session). 



Text-to-image editor in Studio 

Especially while creating pairing questions or while designing Bingo cards you can now 
generate images from text directly in Studio. Right click the picture and select “Text to 
Image” from the context menu: 

 

You can format the text with various options and when done click OK to  replace the 
picture placeholder on  your slide with the generated image: 



 

Collapse/expand rounds 

In Studio you can now collapse/expand the list of thumbnails at the rounds level to 
quickly see the structure of the loaded quiz. This is useful when there are many slides 
and rounds in a quiz. There is a new thumbnails toolbar with a [-] Collapse All / [+] 
Expand All tool. When clicking Collapse All the list will collapse at the round: 

 

After that, we see just the start of each round in the quiz (a round starts at the first slide 
after one or more end-of-round slides) 



 

By clicking the [+] left of the round, the slides of that round will appear again. In the 
toolbar you can click [+] the expand all rounds. When there are no rounds in your quiz 
you will not see [+] or [-] next to the slides and the toolbar control will be disabled. 

New thumbnail zoom tools 

If you like your thumbnails a little bit bigger, you can now zoom in/out with new tools in 
the thumbnail panel: 



 

Note that when you zoom, the list of thumbnails will be completely redrawn (when 
zooming in more detail is needed and this requires a re-render). 

New Object List window 

This tool helps you navigate, edit and select items on your quiz slide. You can open the 
tool from the View ribbon: 

 

When this tool is enabled, a new floating window appears that shows a list with all 
items on the current quiz slide. When you select an item in the list, the visual element 
on the slide will also be selected (and vice-versa). You can select multiple items and 
you can drag/drop items in the list to rearrange their Z-order (visual front/back order). 
You can also double-click an entry in the list to invoke the default “Edit” action for the 
item. For example to edit the question text, just double click the question item in the 
list. 



 

  



Audio timing editor 

To accurately set the timing of the audio track, both for normal playback and for the 
replay, there is a new audio wave editor: 

 

To open it, right click the sound on the quiz slide and select Trim sound… then adjust 
the timing of the part you want to play (and optionally enable Replay to play another part 
after the question ends) and click OK. 

Normalize audio volume  

You can now let the system analyze and normalize the volume of all soundtracks in your 
quiz. On the Home ribbon there is a new button Normalize volume. It will open a form 
that scans all sounds to establish a baseline and apply adjustments when needed: 

 



Note that this function does not change anything in the actual sound files, it just stores 
a volume correction in each sound item that is applied during the quiz. 

Reverse Audio 

You can now play audio in reverse. Great for your Name that Tune rounds or quizzes!  

Use Replay to play the audio in the normal direction when revealing the answer.  

 

New Image / Text shape option - ‘Visible after fastest finger buzzing’ 

There is a new Image / Text shape option ‘Visible after fastest finger buzzing’. This lets 
you for example cover the question text after someone first pressed the buzzer (to 

prevent that the person starts reading and thinking only after pressing the buzzer       ). 

License info 

You can now see where your license is in use with a new tool on the Info page: 

 

This will open a browser window (you must be online) that will show the details of your 
license key including the computers where the key is in use. 

Improved translation support  

In versions prior to 8.6 one had to supply a Google API key for translating quiz content 
(as Google Cloud Translate is the underlying technology). This made it difficult to use as 
one had to create an API key with Google, set up a paid account etc.  

We have now removed this requirement, and translation happens on the QuizXpress 
cloud layer (this means you must be online to use this feature). 



 

Embedding custom styles 

With QuizXpress StyleMaker you can create your own slide styles. When distributing 
quizzes to another machine you need to make sure these styles are present on the 
target machine or the slides won’t render. In 8.6 you can now embed your custom styles 
inside the quiz file. To do so open File->Options, navigate to the Styles tab and mark any 
of the custom styles you want to embed. We also made StyleMaker a bit more user 
friendly so you are encouraged to try creating your own styles. 

Enhancements in QuizXpress Analyzer 

QuizXpress Analyzer has received a visual upgrade, along with improved reporting and 
more granular analysis options. Support for displaying answer distributions for open-
ended questions has also been added. 

  



Enhanced editing of detailed properties 

The detailed Properties pane on the right-hand side of Studio has been improved, 
making it easier and more intuitive to edit the properties of selected items. 

 

  



Other improvements 
Some other improvements we made to the system 

New Rope Rumble minigame 

Rope Rumble is a fast-paced team tug-of-war game. Players are divided into two 
teams—Red and Blue—and compete by pressing their buzzers to power their team’s 
rope puller. Every buzzer press adds force to the team’s side, creating an exciting battle 
as the rope and center flag move across the arena. 

The game evaluates team activity in rapid intervals, so the lead can change from 
moment to moment. The team that generates the most buzzer presses pulls the rope 
toward its side. The first team to pull the flag past the winning line wins the round. 

 

For added suspense, Rope Rumble can be played with a time limit. If time expires 
before either team reaches the winning line, victory goes to the team whose side the 
flag is on. Multiple rounds can be played, and players on the winning team receive the 
configured number of points. 

With intuitive controls, animated visuals, live score tracking, and a dramatic tug-of-war 
format, Rope Rumble transforms buzzer activity into an energetic and highly engaging 
competition for audiences of any size. 

New manual scoring page 

When running your quiz, in Director, there is now a page where you can easily modify the 
points for one or more player with or with visual feedback in the quiz. 



 

You select one or more players from the list on the left and after that, tap any of the pre-
assigned buttons (you can modify the assignment with Settings). With the Show on quiz 
screen toggle you can decide whether the point change should be shown to the 
audience. You can undo the last change with the Undo button and with the Assign 
button you can add or subtract an arbitrary number of points. 

Battery check for dome buzzers 

 

In QuizXpress Buzzer Test there is now a check for obtaining the battery level of the 
Dome buzzers. Just press the “Check battery level” button and then switch on each 
buzzer by pressing the big dome button. The battery level will be shown on the buzzer 
grid. 

Change mobile device range on the fly 

Imagine you launched an online quiz where you expect up to 100 players (device range 
“1-100”) and when you’re 10 minutes in your introduction it appears that another 50 
players want to join. Previously you’d have to restart the quiz, let everyone re register on 
the new PIN etc. To prevent this, you can now update the mobile device range while your 
quiz is running.  



To do so, open Director in the quiz player, go to the Mobile tab and click the Settings 
button. Then click the Change device range button and enter the new range: 

 

The system will check the range for validity and ask for a confirmation. After your 
approval the server will be updated. Note that when you make the range smaller, for 
example going from 1-50 to 1-20, the connected players that fall outside the new range 
will be disconnected. 

New Fade slide transition 

A new type of transition was added where the contents of the new slide fade over the 
old slide. The new fade is added to the set of random transitions, or you can explicitly 
set the transition in the slide’s Transition property:  

 



New final scoreboard 

The current final scoreboard starts with the top three, optionally one by one starting 
from place 3. A common request we had was to reveal the final scores from the last to 
the first place to build more suspense. We added a new scoreboard that can do this. By 
default we show the old scoreboard but you can enable it on a new page in Quiz Setup: 

 

The new scoreboard looks as follows (Dark Theme): 

 



Paper Bingo card support 

Not every audience has a phone in hand. You can now print Bingo cards straight from 
your quiz and run a Bingo round entirely on paper — no devices or keypads needed for 
the round. 

Open a Bingo round in Quiz Studio, right-click it and choose Make Paper Bingo Cards. 
Name the round, pick how many cards you need, match the grid and cell colours to your 
show, and QuizXpress produces a print-ready PDF with one card per page. Every card 
gets its own randomly generated layout, and all three Bingo types are supported — Trivia 
Bingo, number Bingo and Emoji Bingo. 

Each card is printed with the round name and its own number, like 03-0042, so stacks of 
cards from different rounds in the same quiz can never get mixed up. 

During the show, the Bingo panel in the Director does the checking for you. Type in the 
number from the player's card and you'll see that exact card on screen with everything 
called so far already marked off, plus a clear BINGO or No Bingo. Hand in a card from a 
different round and QuizXpress tells you which round it belongs to, rather than giving 
you a wrong answer under pressure. 

Running low on cards during the evening? Print another batch — the numbering carries 
on from the last one, so every card already handed out stays valid. 

Spanish support  

QuizXpress Studio now also supports a Spanish User interface. 

 



We hope you will enjoy this new update! If you need any help, found a bug or if you have 
any suggestions, you can always contact us at info@gameshowcrew.com , post your 
messages on our community forum at https://forum.quizxpress.com/ or visit/join our 
QuizXpress support Facebook group at https://www.facebook.com/groups/quizxpress/ 
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